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PART | - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION 11PV13¢

The signatures on the first page of this applicatiertify that each of the statements below conogrn
the school’s eligibility and compliance with U.Separtment of Education, Office for Civil Rights (BT
requirements is true and correct.

1.

10.

The school has some configuration that includesoomaore of grades K-12. (Schools on the
same campus with one principal, even K-12 schoolst apply as an entire school.)

The school has made adequate yearly progress eaclioy the past two years and has not been
identified by the state as "persistently dangerovigtiin the last two years.

To meet final eligibility, the school must meet 8tate's Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
requirement in the 2010-2011 school year. AYP rbestertified by the state and all appeals
resolved at least two weeks before the awards @argfior the school to receive the award.

If the school includes grades 7 or higher, the sthwst have foreign language as a part of its
curriculum and a significant number of studentgriades 7 and higher must take the course.

The school has been in existence for five full getrat is, from at least September 2005.

The nominated school has not received the Bluedilgrhools award in the past five years:
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009 or 2010.

The nominated school or district is not refusingRO&cess to information necessary to
investigate a civil rights complaint or to condadlistrict-wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findingshe school district concluding that the
nominated school or the district as a whole hakstgd one or more of the civil rights statutes. A
violation letter of findings will not be consideredtstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective
action plan from the district to remedy the viabati

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have aipgisdit alleging that the nominated school
or the school district as a whole has violated anmore of the civil rights statutes or the
Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Indivadisiwith Disabilities Education Actin a U.S.
Department of Education monitoring report that gpplthe school or school district in question;
or if there are such findings, the state or distras corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings



PART Il - DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 11PV13¢

All data arethe most recent year available.

DISTRICT
Questions 1 and 2 are for Public Schools ¢
SCHOOL (To be completed by all schools)

3. Category that best describes the area where tlo®lssiocated: Suburban

4. Number of years the principal has been in her/bsstipn at this schoc 17

5. Number of students as of October 1, 2010 enroliexheh grade level or its equivalent in applying
school:

Grade |# of Males # of Females |Grade Total # of Males |# of Females |Grade Total
PreK 19 39 58 6 18 23 41

K 26 21 47 7 25 28 53

1 18 22 40 8 26 17 43

2 22 14 36 9 0 0

3 19 20 39 10 0 0

4 15 19 34 11 0 0

5 27 21 48 12 0 0

Total in Applying School: 439
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6. Racial/ethnic composition of the schc 1% American Indian or Alaska Native

2 % Asian

1 % Black or African American

1 % Hispanic or Latino
0 % NativeHawaiian or Other Pacific Islanc

91 % White

4 % Two or more races

100 % Total

Only the seven standard categories should be nseporting the racial/ethnic composition of your
school. The final Guidance on Maintaining, Collagtiand Reporting Racial and Ethnic data to the U.S
Department of Education published in the October2087Federal Register provides definitions for

each of the seven categories.

7. Student turnover, or mobility rate, during the 2.0 school year: 1%
This rate is calculated using the grid below. &hewer to (6) is the mobility rate.

(1) Number of students who transferted
the school after October 1, 2009 until 4
the end of the school year.

(2) Number of students who transferred
from the school after October 1, 2009 1
until the end of the school year.

(3) Total of all transferred students [sum of
rows (1) and (2)].

(4) Total number of students in the school
as of October 1, 2009

(5) Total transferred students in row (3) 0.01
divided by total students in row (4). T

(6) Amount in row (5) multiplied by 100. 1

5

483

8. Percent limited English proficient students in sictool: 1%
Total number of limited English proficient studemghe school: 4
Number of languages represented, not includingi&mgl 3

Specify languages:

Spanish, Polish, Vietnamese
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9. Percent of students eligible for free/reduced-gticeals: 1%
Total number of students who qualify: 1

If this method does not produce an accurate estiofahe percentage of students from low-
income families, or the school does not participatide free and reduced-priced school meals
program, supply an accurate estimate and explainthe school calculated this estimate.

10. Percent of students receiving special educatioricss: 0%
Total number of students served: 0

Indicate below the number of students with dis@ibgiaccording to conditions designated in
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. Dot add additional categories.

0 Autism 1 Orthopedic Impairment
_O Deafness _0 Other Health Impaired
—O Deaf-Blindness 7Specific Learning Disability
_O Emotional Disturbance _GSpeech or Language Impairment
—O Hearing Impairment —OTraumatic Brain Injury

Visual Impairment Including

0 Mental Retardation )
Blindness

1 Multiple Disabilities 1 Developmentally Delayed

11.Indicate number of full-time and part-time staffmigers in each of the categories below:
Number of Staff

Full-Time Part-Time
Administrator(s) 1 0
Classroom teachers 22 0
Special resource teachers/specic 6 3
Paraprofessionals 5 6
Support staff 2 0
Total number 36 9

12. Average school student-classroom teacher rativjghthe number of students in the school 20:1
divided by the Full Time Equivalent of classrooradkers, e.g., 22:1: '
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13. Show the attendance patterns of teachers and ssuaen percentage. Only high schools need to
supply graduation rates. Briefly explain in the &®tection any student or teacher attendance rates
under 95% and teacher turnover rates over 12%lacaétions in graduation rates.

200920102008200¢/20072008/20062007/20052006

Daily student attendance 98% 98% 98% 97% 97%
Daily teacher attendance 98% 98% 97% 98¢% 96%
Teacher turnover rate 7% 3% 6% 7% 6%
High school graduation re, 0% 0% 0% 0% 0%

If these data are not available, explain and p®veasonable estimates.

14.For schools ending in grade 12 (high schools): Sivbat the students who graduated in Spring 2010
are doing as of Fall 2010.

Graduating class size:

Enrolled in a 4-year college or university
Enrolled in a community college
Enrolled in vocational training

Found employment

Military service

Other

Total 0%



PART IIl - SUMMARY 11PV13¢

Our Lady of the Valley Catholic School (OLV) remaifaithful to its founding vision of providing alsb
Catholic education to the students of the surrausnduburban community, yet continues to incorporate
new, research-based teaching methods to remaie ifotefront of academic excellence. Within the
boundaries of the parish served by the schoolwaaedawinning public elementary schools. However,
OLV draws parents and students to an environmespsd in Christian values and high academic goals
and achievements fostered by enthusiastic supmont the administration and boundless talents of the
faculty and staff. The OLV K-8 faculty boasts 69¥8) with advanced degrees, and 100% who attended
continuing education workshops in 2009-2010. Fgaukmbers are extremely dedicated and on average
have taught at OLV for 13+ years.

Founded in 1984, the school received accreditatitin two years by the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools and has continuously mairdainereditation. In its 25-year history, OLV hasl ha
an extraordinary record of success: a high pergentastudents have consistently qualified forDde
Talent Identification program, Science Olympiadiisahat have been in the top three in Alabama for
each of the last eight years, a Thespian Trougéhtiwareceived superior honors, and many more. Amon
the most coveted honors received by OLV was th&11%9®9 U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence designation. The school bebethat these honors carry with them a resportgibili
to promote a culture of continuous improvement tanghare the lessons learned with other educators.
The school is currently in the third year of a fix@ar plan of improvement. Development of the plan
spanned a 12-month period and reflected the pdrgpsof all stakeholders including students, ptren
parishioners, faculty and staff, and administratiboday, the involvement of stakeholders contirtogse

an integral part of the successful implementatiotine plan. Data from standardized tests suppbés t
effectiveness of initiatives in the school’s fiveay plan of improvement and indicates that insioned
methods are successfully enhancing student perfarena

The involvement of the community in the school gaungs to be a catalyst for its success. In exckess o
90% of parents serve in the school in some waydicl extracurricular activities, classroom progect
field trips, fundraising, school committees, andga Teacher Organization. Members of the parigh ar
also active in supporting the school and serve péttents on the School Advisory Council and school
improvement committees. The parish also suppoet$uhdraising efforts of the school. With such ghhi
degree of participation, parents display a commitnbe partnering with teachers in the educational
process and serve as role models of faith to tindidren.

It is with the support of the community that théaal is able to provide expansive facilities ansbrgces
for the many educational opportunities awaiting4B88 students currently enrolled in preschool-gi&de
The school campus includes a state of the artrlitwéth more than 13,000 volumes, an extensiversee
lab, a gym with a performance stage, two compates,|a full-service cafeteria, an adjacent predchoo
building, a playground, and outdoor areas for chilcto play and to learn. These facilities prosgace
and resources for students to explore their ciéatwnd talents through a wide variety of acti\sti&d hese
activities include, but are not limited to, studeatincil, drama, sports, yearbook, choir, scoutghm

club, band, altar servers, Scholars Bowl, and 8eié@lympiad. The focal point of the campus is the
church. OLV is first and foremost a Catholic schwbkre the Gospel message is integrated throughout
well-rounded curriculum that prepares studentdifieiin a complex and diverse society.

At OLV, the schooal lives its mission to encouragelsnts to reach their full potential in a creatwel
nurturing environment that promotes Gospel valuesyeday of the year. Fostering an environment that
recognizes that success is defined differentlyefmh individual student is an inherent aspectef th
culture at OLV. By encouraging students to livdalasindividuals God created them to be, with tlein
aspirations and levels of achievement, OLV impadtsonly an appreciation of learning but also #hfai
that serves as a strength guiding them througtheirt lives. By providing students with a safe atabke
environment where they can test their academidak@nd spiritual limits, OLV enables them to stre
their wings and broaden their horizons. OLV gradsatre well prepared for high school, having ledrne
to appreciate not only the gift of their educatibut also their responsibility to use this educatio
enhance the world in which they live.



PART IV - INDICATORS OF ACADEMIC SUCCESS 11PV13¢

1. Assessment Results;

OLV’s student performance on the lowa Test of B&itls (ITBS) presents a remarkable trend of
consistency across grade levels and disciplinamnaries. These scores are indicative of a school
community that offers solid academic programs, esls the learning needs of individual students, an
encourages high levels of achievement. The ITBflmsinistered yearly in spring to all students iadgs
3-7. It provides an assessment of the curriculudhiastructional methods, offers a comparison t@pth
schools, and is one of many assessments in pl&k\ato measure development of individual students.

ITBS national percentile rank scores demonstragb lvels of student achievement across curriculum
areas and grade levels. In 2010, OLV’s ITBS nafipeacentile scores for grades 3-7 range from 75-81
in reading and 77-81 in mathematics. For exampket grade percentile ranking of 78 in both reading
and mathematics indicates that students score@hiljan 78% of the students in the same gradeein th
country. The percentile scores of all student®testdicate that OLV exceeds the criteria to rdnk i
among the top 15 percent of schools nationally.

Over the past five years, OLV student test scooesistently show high levels of achievement. Irdgsa
3-7, ITBS national percentile reading scores rdnga 70-84and mathematics scores range from 64-88.
While test scores were high, performance on spetifithematics subtests indicated that mathematics
should be a target area of the school’s plan ofavgment. In the past two years, the ITBS mathesat
percentile scores for all grades reveal an upwarttt ranging from 71-87. This data confirms the
effectiveness of the plan and validates that teffeets are enhancing student performance.

Another indicator of success is the high percentdgtudents qualifying for the Duke University &at
Identification Program. This program identifies as$esses™frade students with exceptional scores on
specific ITBS subtests. Students performing atbmva the 95 percentile on a particular subtest or
composite of a national standardized test quatifyttiis program. Over the past five years, OLV's 7
grade students qualifying for this program rangenféd 7%-61% of the class. Eligible students go on to
take the ACT or SAT tests and frequently receiegesand national recognition for their performance.
The consistent high level of achievement on theS'BBd other assessments indicate that the school
continuously engages and differentiates for a tyaoélearners.

2. Using Assessment Results:

OLV'’s approach to assessment is directly linketheoschool's mission and is in alignment with i&mp
of improvement. Student assessment is ongoingepdarly includes traditional tests, standardized
tests, and other researched-based assessmentsiglifomna thorough and accurate analysis of student
achievement, regardless of learning style.

OLV conducts an in-depth study every five years thives a plan of improvement which focuses on
student achievement through the attainment of mmabkulearning goals. The assessment system
provides in-depth data to evaluate the goals opthae. This system includes, but is not limited to,
Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), easyCBM Math, ITBS, and Diocesan
Writing, Religion, Technology, and Mathematics Assaents. Analysis of standardized test resulis is
multi-faceted process at OLV. Each teacher recendigidual profile narratives, a class summaryj an
on-line access to class results. Teachers disaafgregsults to analyze student performance onfgpeci
subtests. The faculty meets within and across deadds to analyze data, conduct curriculum mapping
and review benchmarks. This process identifiesiipastrengths and areas of improvement and helps
evaluate progress toward completion of the plampfrovement.



OLV'’s teaching framework is based upon Wiggins taTighe’s Understanding by Design (UbD), a
backward design focusing on enduring understandifigs assessment is determined prior to designing a
learning unit, resulting in varied assessment apipdies for students to exhibit their understagdin
OLV'’s philosophy is based upon the belief that ass®nt is much more than assigning grades.
Meaningful assessments give students the oppoyttmthink, produce, present, and evaluate. Iriord
to measure the progress of individual students, Q&85 a variety of assessment tools including probl
based learning activities, oral testing, portfalijosirnals, performance assessments, observatiods,
investigations. In addition, the DIBELS readingessment and easyCBM evaluation for mathematics
are used to identify individual areas of neededrowpment and allow teachers to monitor students’
progress in grades K-3. Across all grade levelessnent results are used to differentiate ingryct
identify cooperative and ability groups, and guiaeulty in designing necessary strategies for
remediation and enrichment of mastered skills amtepts.

3. Communicating Assessment Results:

Assessment is a very thorough and inclusive proge®d.V and the results are reported to stakehslder
regularly. The effective communication of assesgmesults to parents is accomplished through
meetings, progress reports, weekly communicatititefs, conferences, and report cards. ITBS results
are communicated to parents in late spring vigtbéle narrative, a detailed report of student
performance. Parents are encouraged to meet veithchild’s teacher and/or counselor for clarifioat

of results. DIBELS and easyCBM results are distaduo parents of students in grades K-3 threestiane
year after each assessment. Mid-term progresstseqoad quarterly report cards are sent to parents t
communicate student performance. Parent-teachégremtes are another means of communicating
assessment results. Conferences give parentsasitete an opportunity to work together as partieers
ensure the student’'s academic success.

Communication of assessment results between teaahdrstudents is a continuous process. Frequent
and varied assessments provide opportunities fioreidiate feedback. Areas of strength and areas
needing improvement are identified immediately;ssguently, re-teaching, enrichment, or progression
to the next skill is ongoing. Teachers meet indiaitly with students to review assessment resulis an
discuss a plan of action to assist them in attgittieir highest level of achievement.

Additionally, performance trends are reviewed with school’s plan of improvement committees. These
committees include a steering committee chargel evierseeing implementation of the plan and a
community stakeholder group which reviews the pgegrof the plan. In addition, the progress of tha p
is reviewed with the School Advisory Council and fParent Teacher Organization.

Communication to the community highlights the sdlsoprogress and achievements. This is
accomplished through a twice-monthly school newesleschool web site, church bulletin, Twitter,dbc
newspapers, and school open houses. The schia@stoth traditional print media and electronic
media to convey information to stakeholder groups.

4. Sharing LessonsL earned:

OLYV believes, that as a high achieving schoolag the responsibility to support other schoolshariag
its experiences. OLV faculty and administratiorveeas mentors to other educators, present at
workshops, participate on committees, share legkoTs, and open its doors to other schools. has t
school’s belief that through an active exchangexpieriences and knowledge, student learning and
teacher effectiveness are positively impacted faneolved.

Accredited since 1986, OLV shares its experiendk diocesan schools. OLV administrators mentor
other diocesan schools seeking accreditation hgtagsthem in the development of accreditation
documents and guiding them through the process. pdrticipates in a quality assurance review with
other schools in the diocese. In addition, thesth five-year plan of improvement is used as aleto
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for other schools. This active support helps thecBse of Birmingham achieve and continue system-
wide accreditation.

OLV’s commitment to continuous improvement extebdgond its campus to the entire diocese. Faculty
members serve on diocesan committees to plan alumi; evaluate textbooks, develop benchmarks,
design assessments, create and review UbD unitgssess and draft policy. Teachers share their
expertise by evaluating Diocesan Mathematics, Religand Writing Assessments. The school conducts
cross-grade level meetings with area Catholic bigfools. In addition, OLV serves as the annual host
school for the Diocesan Religion Scholars Bowl.ddicesan schools are invited to attend this yearly
event and parents and faculty in attendance havepjortunity to tour the school. OLV faculty menmte
mentor schools in establishing Science Olympiadjanms and serve on the Diocesan Strategic Planning
Committee. Furthermore, faculty present at diocegakshops and share best practices. Topics
presented by OLV faculty include parental involveni@ schools, classroom management and
organizational skills for the first-year teachesing literature to teach character education, asibding

and implementing a school-wide learning unit.

OLV shares its lessons with schools beyond theed®through local, state, and national workshops.
Faculty share lesson plans with teachers througheustate via the Alabama Learning Exchange,
participate in Shelby County-sponsored workshops s the Tech Fest, and discuss best practices wit
teachers at the Samford Summer Institute for TegcBikcellence. Faculty share OLV’s cross-curricular
Holocaust learning unit at local and national megtiand exchange best practices in other curriculum
specific workshops.

10



PART V - CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 11PV13t

1. Curriculum:

OLV'’s success-oriented curriculum fosters spiritgawth, academic excellence, and positive moral
development. It uses research-based teaching netb@ttively engage students in the learning @®ce
to foster enduring understandings.

Religion — Faith development serves as the cornerstongro€alum planning. At all grade levels,
students develop knowledge of sacred scriptureasamnts, Catholic doctrine, Catholic social teaghjn
liturgy, and worship. The Gospel message of JesuisiGds infused throughout the curriculum and into
all aspects of student life. This is accomplistedugh daily prayer, Holy Heroes Program, and djitcal
celebrations (weekly grades K-2 and twice weekfdgs 3-8). At Mass, students serve as lectors,
instrumentalists, cantors, and gospel play presentdiddle school (grades 6-8) students write gbsp
plays, Communion meditations, and general intefoessJust as Jesus served among the people,
students serve the community through class andée¥ide service projects.

M athematics— The mathematics curriculum is designed to devlodamental computation skills,
critical thinking skills, and problem solving slellStudents calculate multi-step operations, draw
conclusions to make predictions, and interpret.dettay use mathematical operations, measurements,
statistics, geometry, and algebra to represensalve problems.

Language Arts — Students develop reading and fluency skillsughoa curriculum that focuses on a
combination of phonemic awareness and whole larguBgyough varied literature genres, vocabulary
development and reading comprehension are emplda¥ia@ing is integral to the language arts
curriculum with students developing appropriate afsgrammatical and mechanical conventions within
the writing process. Enhancing listening and sipepgkills is also a vital part of the program.

Social Studies— As recommended by the National Council for Sdstadies, students are progressively
introduced to social studies concepts. In earlggsasocial studies emphasizes student undersgpofin
communities and provides them with a foundatiorbiecoming responsible citizens. Students in grddes
and 5 increase their knowledge in geography, Alabhistory, and the development of the United States
Middle school students continue the study of An@eribistory, then progress to government and world
history. OLV students are encouraged to becomegeactiizens who appreciate diversity and understand
their connection to the world.

Science— OLV students analyze, observe, explore, and digomith hands-on and inquiry-based labs to
gain a broad appreciation for life, environmengalith, and physical science. The scientific metbod
used to design and conduct scientific investigati@tudents apply the Catholic Church’s teachiisgs a
they relate to concepts in science. Critical thigkskills are emphasized along with written andaér
communication of scientific information.

Foreign Language — Recognizing that students will live in a mutitural society and compete in a
global economy, OLV is in compliance with the praar's foreign language requirements. Spanish is
taught to all students in grades 1-8. In gradegHeke is an emphasis on vocabulary, basic readirdy,
conversational skills. In grades 6-8, the focusnsachieving basic fluency based upon individual
capability.

Fine Arts— Numerous opportunities abound for exposure tbpamticipation in the fine arts. The
curriculum includes visual and performing arts, arttieater exploratory class. Student creativity is
showcased through prominent displays of artworikeldRrips are selected to create an appreciation f
music, ballet, and theater. Students may partieipaband, choir, and drama. The drama department
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produces two productions annually, each with amageeparticipation of 90 students. OLV is one of
only 5 schools in Alabama to be chartered as asddmbupe in the International Thespian Society.

Technology — OLV provides a variety of technological resouradsich are incorporated across the
curriculum. Teachers coordinate lessons with thmeprder teacher to effectively integrate technology
with thematic units. Weekly classes in technolaggtriuct grade K-8 students in a wide variety of
software applications with an emphasis on the atlsiod appropriate use of technology. Classrooms ar
equipped with student computers. In addition, OLMie computer labs accommodate 55 students,
engaging them in learning experiences that incateaechnology.

Physical Education — OLV offers age-appropriate activities in physeducation and promotes the
importance of exercise, health, sportsmanship canélict resolution. Students in grades K-5 pap@te
in physical education five days a week, and stiglengrades 6-8 participate four days a week. $iisde
learn team sports and enjoy sport challenges prayitie opportunity to apply the rules and skilis o
specific sports. Health topics are also taughtlimocurriculum areas including science and coumgel
classes.

Counseling — Counseling classes are taught to students degrd-8 by a full-time, licensed professional
counselor. The curriculum is in alignment with Adaba State Standards and includes various psycho-
educational topics such as bullying, drug awarerstady skills, career exploration, character etlana
health, and internet safety. In addition, the stlesounselor is available to meet with students in
individual and group settings.

2. Reading/English:

Our Lady of the Valley provides a language-richissrvment for its students. The school implements a
standards and research-based language arts pradriamincorporates the UbD approach. The program
integrates reading, writing, spelling, phonics,ngnaar, listening, and speaking skills.

In grades K-6, Scott ForesmariReading Sreet is the principal component of the language arngj@m
and offers differentiated instruction options adlae a variety of assessment tools. In additiothéo
main reading selections, the program provides é&l/edaders in various genres which correlate with t
main selections. ThiReading Street companion program is utilized to provide remediafior students
performing below grade level. Benchmark tests andprehension assessments are ongoing, and the
DIBELS assessment identifies students who neetégtcantervention or enrichment in literacy skills

In grades 7 and 8, the McDougal-Littell Literatpregram uses the UbD framework to present
contemporary and classic literature within a vgradtgenres. Beginning with essential questions,
students explore theme, plot, and character deredap and discover connections with their own
experiences. In addition, cross-curricular studiditerature promote enduring understandings. For
example, the%grade curriculum integrates social studies, chiaraducation, and literature in an in-
depth study of the Holocaust using the play “Tharbf Anne Frank.” The'7and & grade literature
program provides a variety of assessments anditeptdols in order to differentiate instruction.

OLV enhances its language arts curriculum throughyrother resources and approaches. The on-line
resourceA-Z Reading, provides multi-leveled, content reading books sTdilows for flexible reading
groups as well as reading instruction in the cardesas. The Daily Oral Language Review and the
Mountain Language programs are used to strengtmguhage skills. In-depth research projects offer
opportunities for students to uncover essentiastioles while delving into history, science, andiabc
issues within the framework of the research pracesshnology tools, web quests, and the Alabama
Virtual Library provide opportunities to activelpgage students in the language arts curriculumtt&¥ri
and verbal communication skills are nurtured acedlssurriculum areas. Persuasive, expository,
narrative, and descriptive writing, along with nuows opportunities for creative writing, are comgmots
of the language arts curriculum. Students are gilieropportunity to improve oral communication Iskil
through reports, formal speeches, debates, Matisipation, and extracurricular activities. Finall
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author visits, guest readers, and exposure taafitseesupplement the language arts curriculum tief@s
life-long love for reading.

3. Mathematics:

The mathematics curriculum at OLV is aligned wiik standards of the state of Alabama, the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM), anddieesan curriculum and benchmarks. The school
recognizes the importance of curriculum mapping @ses this in the planning process. Teachers
implement individual systems to ensure that allliapple standards are met using UbD and differéesdia
instruction.

The curriculum for grades K-5 is based on an ingative approach. The Peardsowestigations
curriculum allows students to construct mathemabittsgas, achieve computational fluency, and foaus o
building strong conceptual foundations using vasimanipulatives. Once this groundwork is laid,
students use higher order thinking skills and matitecal reasoning to solve problems using numerous
strategies. Thinvestigations program is supported with on-line testing, gara@sl, activities.

The middle school mathematics curriculum preseoteepts concerning the basic properties of numbers,
progressing through geometry, fractions, and ddsierad culminating in algebra in grade 8. On-line
textbooks, video tutorials, tests, and interacéigtivities are available to students. This provides
immediate feedback and enables them to revisisaskeoncern.

OLV has a student population of diverse learneth warying achievement levels in mathematics. A
variety of assessments including the ITBS are aealyo design remediation and to enrich mastered
skills and concepts. This is accomplished usingpuarmathematical activities including World Math
Day, Morning Math Review, the American Math ChafjenMountain Math, Math Minutes, Math Club,
and the Catholic Math League.

Problem based and project based learning are altagpects of the curriculum. In grades K-5, sttglen
learn about mathematics by buying and selling itanstudent-created stores, plotting and grapHieg t
migration of the whooping crane, and placing vireatalog orders. Middle school students parti@pat
a checking account simulation program, construct lhouses using measurements and geometry, and
conduct parent interviews on the use of mathematitiseir occupations.

4. Additional Curriculum Area:

The science program at OLV excites learning amondests at all grade levels. A constructivist
approach to science allows students to discovetdimental concepts through hands-on exploration and
advances critical thinking and problem solvinglskil

The science curriculum in grades K-5 incorporatasdis-on activities to allow students to learn intgair
scientific concepts while developing solid inquskills. For example, students study the growth and
development of plant life when they plant seedartcgrowth, illustrate and record observationslipate
flowers, and harvest new seeds. In physical scjestadents build their own flashlight as they letrm
properties of electricity. They explore the physaEsnotion when they design, test, and build agiyqe
of a car. In earth science, students conduct ¢éstsck and minerals, observe properties, and ifjass
samples. At all grade levels, this inquiry-orieniegestigation of scientific principles encourages
students to share ideas through writing and disocasgith peers. Students’ experiences in science
progress so that by fifth grade they are activeing the scientific method.

The use of the investigative approach to learnkgaeds in middle school with a science curricultat t
sequences content from all four science disciplirdg®mistry, physics, biology, and earth scierge.
outdoor classroom, which includes natural gardedsaastream, is used to study environmental science
and to foster awareness of our social responsibbdisafeguard the environment. The expansive seien
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lab provides an opportunity to study and care fimals and to conduct earth, life, and physicatsce
investigations. Students perform multiple dissedimcluding a worm, grasshopper, squid, clam,,frog
and fetal pig (using the autopsy method) with aplessis on understanding the interdependence of each
system. The study of science expands beyond oupusmith students studying the aquatic ecosystem
and marine biology on a barrier island in the GidilMexico.

The excitement for learning science is evidenhadchool. Students in grades 5-8 showcase their
experiments in the annual Science Exhibition witimgnof their projects winning regional and state
honors. The Science Olympiad program has grown frdeam of 15 students in grades 6-8, to 5 teams
of 70 students in grades 5-8. In the last 8 yghesteams have consistently placed in the top tinree
Alabama and have advanced four times to natiormapetition.

5. Instructional M ethods:

The faculty recognizes the necessity of havingrbcampatible classrooms and those students must hav
meaningful content, an enriched environment, aselnse of collaboration. These teaching practiees ar
appropriate because the teachers embrace the theliefach child is unique; therefore, the needbef
individual are met through a variety of teachingmoels and learning experiences.

Within the framework of UbD, the faculty employsariety of instructional methods. Differentiated
instruction is instrumental in meeting varying agac needs. Project based and problem based
assignments help students of different ability leveork collaboratively to learn and explore. Stuide
assume ownership of the topic by determining thaé& in the project, choosing a method of pres@anat
and using a rubric to guide their progress. Thighoe s utilized at all grade levels and incorpesat
principles of Gardner'$heory of Multiple Intelligences to accommodate a large range of learning styles.

Cross-curricular instruction unites all disciplireesd enables students to see the connection betmresn
they are learning and everyday life. The readimgiculum presents students with stories about cedtu
mathematics, art, history, and science. Studewisdan their horizons in other academic areas &s the
strengthen reading skills. They forge enduring ustdedings and make real world connections with
information taught through activities such as caghkwith math, researching current events, and spgnd
an afternoon with a Holocaust survivor.

Additionally, teachers utilize tiered assignmentsipplement struggling learners and challenge the
advanced learners. Assignments are level-blindustests do not perceive themselves as belongiag to
particular ability group.

OLYV provides different levels of accommodationstadents with special learning needs. In all subjec
areas and across grade levels, modified assignraentgilized for students with learning disaleigti

Alpha Smart keyboards are available for studenpeancing fine motor skill issues as an alterreativ
handwritten assignments. A variety of assessmeatssed to accommodate varying learning styles. The
counselor tests students orally and provides more on task as needed. Peer grouping allows fdrehig
performing students to model good academic hahilsagsist struggling students.

6. Professional Development:

Since OLV opened in 1984, its professional learmiogymunities have been a key to the school’s
success. Professional development ensures theiedf@oplementation of the curriculum and is aligne
with the school’s plan of improvement. This is aoptished through the allocation of resources frobe t
school’s operating budget and the Parent Teactgar@mation.

Professional development needs are determinedchityssurveys, the school’s plan of improvement,
and individual professional growth plans. The ppatand faculty select conferences that suppdraic
and individual goals while advancing teaching s&s. The majority of faculty attends the Samford
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Summer Institute for Teaching Excellence to stayast of current educational research. Many teacher
attend the University of Alabama at Birmingham Regdnd Writing Conference and the ALAHASP
Elementary Science Workshops. Several membefsedatulty participate in the Alabama Educational
Technology Conference to explore the latest teagyopractices in classroom instruction. Faculty
attends the Voices of the Past Holocaust Conferandeghe Belfer Conference at the USHMM. The
faculty participates in National Catholic Educatisssociation (NCEA) Conventions. The principal
attends the Law Symposium, NCEA Principals’ Foruagjonal ASCD conferences, and the annual
NCEA Convention. Additional curriculum-specific wkshops that faculty take part in are the National
Council of Teachers of Mathematics Convention d&edNational Science Olympiad Summer

Institute. The entire faculty participates in psgi®nal development programs related to teaching
methodology, psychosocial issues, and spirituaitro

Professional development strengthens professieaahing communities in which members work
collectively to support student achievement. Wedékbulty meetings encourage the exchange of
professional information. Faculty review UbD unjisesent best practices in education, and shanesthe
of technology across the curriculum. These meetimggide additional training in teaching methodglog
and curriculum areas that are the focus of thedthplan of improvement.

7. School Leadership:

The leadership philosophy of OLV emphasizes a bolative effort. This multi-tiered system includes
the bishop, the superintendent, the Diocesan Sdwanid, OLV’s pastor, principal, faculty, staff,cathe
School Advisory Council. The primary focus of OLM&adership team is to fulfill the mission stateien
and meet the academic, social, and spiritual nekits students.

Daily operation of the school is the responsibitifithe principal, who has a vision for the futwikich
clearly articulates the mission of the school. phacipal is an active participant in many classnoo
activities and is both approachable and visiblpai@nts, students, and faculty alike. She visits al
classrooms regularly in order to observe instructind to form personal relationships with students.

The faculty and staff are encouraged to chair cdtess such as curriculum evaluation, school-wide
units, and technology. In an effort to ensure stidaprovement, the faculty meets weekly and works
collaboratively to design and implement curriculplans. The principal also allocates funding andgoi
staff for professional development.

Parents are afforded many opportunities to lead@beécome involved in the OLV school community.
The Parent Teacher Organization, School Advisoyr€id, School Improvement Committee,
Technology Committeeand the Uniform Committee provide parents witldkrahip roles. Parents are
also invited to volunteer in classrooms and to loefanize on-site activities including drama
productions, Science Olympiad, physical educatlmdlenges, school-wide unjt€areer Week, and
much more.

Students assume leadership roles as mentors, gdadlildies, ambassadors for school tours, and
Guardian Angels (safety patrol). They hold offic@Science Olympiad, Student Council, and Drama
Club. In addition, middle school students help aiga activities and mentor younger students fooekth
wide units and liturgical celebrations. Studentfngetheir roles in these activities, allowing for
participation of all, regardless of individual atyillevels.

The school culture at OLV is a result of the caliediive efforts of administration, church, faculsyaff,
parents, and students. All have input with regardgdal setting and decision making. The OLV
community shares a common vision that God’s childvél be self-directed, life-long learners, and
become contributing members of society empowered jpgrsonal value system based upon the Gospel
message of Jesus Christ.
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PART VI - PRIVATE SCHOOL ADDENDUM 11PV13¢

1. Private school association: Catholic
2. Does the school have nonprofit, tax-exempt (503jg(atus?_Yes

3. What are the 2009-2010 tuition rates, by grade?n@anclude room, board, or fees.)
$394C  $436C  $436C  $436C $436(  $436C

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th
$436C $436C $436C $436C $ $
6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th
$ $
12th Other

4. What is the educational cost per student? (Schaddgét divided by enroliment) $4761
5. What is the average financial aid per student?0$40

6. What percentage of the annual budget is devotedholarship assistance and/or tuition reduction?
10%

7. What percentage of the student body receives sdigtaassistance, including tuition reduction? 21%
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PART VIl - ASSESSMENT RESULTS

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 3 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20tPublisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-2010C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-200€ | 2006-2007  2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 81 81 78 85 79
Number of students tested 37 52 41 48 51
Percent of total students tested 100 96 98 100 98
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: 3 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reporteds: Percentile

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 75 72 74 76 74
Number of students tested 35 53 41 48 52
Percent of total students tested 95 98 98 100 100
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 4 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 77 72 81 80 68
Number of students tested 49 44 52 41 59
Percent of total students tested 98 100 100 98 94
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Reading Grade: 4 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 76 76 79 76 70
Number of students tested 47 43 52 41 61
Percent of total students tested 94 98 100 98 97
Number of studentalternatively assess 0 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 5 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publicaibn Year: Form A 200 Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 78 87 88 77 69
Number of students tested 43 51 41 a7 48
Percent of total students tested 98 96 98 98 6 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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Subject: Reading

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Grade: 5 Test: ITBS

Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-200€
Apr

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 79 84 78
Number of students tested 42 52 41
Percent of total students tested 95 98 98
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138

Apr

79

ol o ®

79
49
9
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 6 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riversid PublishiniScores reported as: Percent

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 79 76 64 73 74
Number of students tested 52 41 56 37 42
Percent of total students tested 98 98 97 100 89
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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Subject: Reading

STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Grade: 6 Test: ITBS

Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

2009-201C| 2008-200¢ | 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-200€
Apr

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 81 77 71
Number of students tested 51 42 56
Percent of total students tested 96 100 97
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138

Apr

75
35
95

91

75
43
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS
Subject: Mathematics Grade: 7 Test: ITBS
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20tPublisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Pertilas

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 78 71 73 76 72
Number of students tested 42 48 31 38 46
Percent of total students tested 95 94 97 93 8 9
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0 0
Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0 0
SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138
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STATE CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS

Subject: Reading Grade: 7
Edition/Publication Year: Form A 20(Publisher: Riverside Publishi Scores reported as: Percent

Test: ITBS

2009-201C| 2008-200¢| 2007-2008 | 2006-2007 | 2005-2006

Testing Month Apr Apr Apr
SCHOOL SCORES

Average Score 78 75 80
Number of students tested 42 50 31
Percent of total students tested 95 98 97
Number of students alternatively asse: 0 0

Percent of students alternatively assessed 0 0

SUBGROUP SCORES

1. Free/Reduced-Price M eal §/Socio-economic Disadvantaged Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

2. African American Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

3. Hispanic or Latino Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

4. Special Education Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

5. English Language L ear ner Students
Average Score

Number of students tested

6.

Average Score

Number of students tested

NOTES:
11PV138

Apr

80
40
9t

)
)

Apr

78
47
00 1
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